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their decision as announced in their Communal Award, and
in reply to Sir Nripendra N. Sircar I said :
" I am not going to argue about the communal decision
at all. We did not wish to make the decision ; it was
forced upon us by all the communities in India; we did
it with great reluctance. We took into account, of course,
the Report of the Statutory Commission; we took into
account every conceivable other kind of investigation, and
we had in every case the very full reports from the
Provincial Governments." 2
Perhaps the most entertaining evidence upon this
question was furnished by a group of Hindu communalists,
whose chief demand was that their religion should be
" absolutely safeguarded JJ by a statutory provision to the
effect that the future Indian Legislatures should be debarred
from passing any measure affecting the personal law or
the religious faith, practice, usage, and institutions of any
community. The spokesman of this group, which claims
to represent 170 million Hindus, asserted that the Child
Marriage Act 3 was incompatible with certain fundamentals
of Hindu religion. His replies to the questions relating to
caste, depressed classes, penance for sea-crossing, suttee
and other usages, emphasized the truth that there were
serious mal-adjustments in social organization which made
the Indian incapable of coping with the demands of a
twentieth-century world.
Not being satisfied with their protests against the
communal decisions before the Joint Select Committee, the
champions of the Hindu Mahasabha proposed to send a
deputation to the League of Nations on the ground that
the Communal Award violated international decisions on
the minority question. Having failed to come to any
agreements with various communities, they now declared that
1	A distinguished lawyer ; now Law Member in the Executive Council
of the Governor-General.
2	Vol. II B, p. 856.
s Known as the Sarda Act—passed In 1930.

